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A, Educational and Health Infrase,,,
1. Education

Rducation plays a major role in attainment of ..
development. Education is a part of human resource ?\'\
of mere population 1s not of much significance ip any M'
Manpower will be resourceful only when the .

better education and training. With the help of educag :

training, population will be enabled to acquir
knowledge, skill and capacity. Education facilitates d"’dh
process by way of assisting the growth of human resoyge, \
the absence of education, human being will be Steeped »
ignorance and blind beliefs. 3

Education helps in increasing productivity and producte
in improving the general standard of living, ir growth #
investigative attitude, in human resource devclopmest »

dcvglogment of knowledge about common problems and »
fashioning the man for society. ‘

Bri .Ed““?*"“ was not given importance in India during i
ritish regime. Although English system of education prevalki
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and a large number of .

,_\(hlcmi(‘m WaS N0t wie] r(;p(t:h‘“i"°(l higher education then,
the attainMent of ity bagjq . ﬂ‘a:qd and it did not succeed in
crafted l’:\' ‘Macault?)’ had the ni:jc'z::ta"o" system of that time
clcm'ks‘. 1.C, ﬂs‘assmtnms for trade e(’rpfeparing anigns as
qurtured the aim of Utilizin nd commerce. Britishers

A 8 thc . H '
advantage and for CXpansion of lheicrdum"'“" sector for their
: Cmpire,

In the post-independen, d

governments of States haye
education. During five-ygqy

be .‘ Qovcmmem of India and
Ien Striving hard for progress of
Plang th? Government has made

peqplgs lives anc? implemen;ing an education system which may
assist In promoting moral and social valyes.

Duriii;. the five-year plans, huge amount of expenditure has

been incurred and various programmes have been implemented
for development of education. :

But the amount of expenditure on education in total
expenditure has been very less in each five year plan. It was as
high as 7 percent in the First plan and only 4.6 percent in the
Tenth plan.

Although the expenditure incurred on education was not
substantial, many programmes were undertaken for its
propagation. As a result, literacy rate which was just 16.7 percent .
in 1951 has risen to 75.06 percent as per the census of 2011,

Measures are taken to spread informal education along with
formal education. In addition to adult education programme,
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mvimimum devel of edwontion to dropouts and sdult 1ingny,
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Present Povition

b Ancation eecton hat o i vaded be " and henwmedq m“"""m
0t and 2021, the number of primary ¢ hools has inere
from two lakhs to about eight lakhs, of middie schools and M”
schools from 20,000 to 2. 5 lakhs, and of colleges from 600 any
10 18,064 In the same period, the number of students admin,
1o primary schools has gone up from 2.23 crores to abount |4
crores, of high school students from 30 lakhs to abount fiy,
crores, and of college students from three lakhs to about 9
lakhs. As a result of wide-ranging educational facilities, literagy
has risen from 17 percent in 1951 to 74 percent in 2011. The
number of universities has gone up from 27 to about 800. It hag
been the policy of the government to impart compulsory and
free education to all children in the age group of 6-14. Priority
has been accorded to adult education too.

Problems in Rural Education

Rural education in India is threatened by a very large number
of problems. The following is a brief description of major
problems haunting the educational sector in the countryside.

1. Deficiency of Resource Allocation : Deficiency of
allocation of financial resources has been a major problem
pertaining to education sector, particularly rural education. Less
than one percent of the total gross domestic product is allocated
to primary and secondary education. Primary and rural education
ha almost remained to be a neglected area.

2. Lack of Basic Facilities : Scarcity of buildings,

Wherncy campmign hs boen extemsively implemented sroy,




R"””, Infrastructure

Ofdrmking water and Sanitatio
roblems. Existence of th

- ‘ i 0 such places, th
 take transfer within a span of months 2 ey usually

4. Deficiency of Transport Faciliies - Lack of effective
transport facilities for students to traverse to schools and back
home is another major problem, In remote<regions and backward
areas, schools are located at far off places from residential areas.
Traversing by foot in rainy seasons is an arduous task.

1] 5. Dropping out in the Middle : Students' drop outs, i.e,
3 drppping out in-the middle of the course, is a serious problem

.~ inprimary education, particularly in rural education in countries
like India. Students usually give up education at different stages
such as fourth standard, fifth standard, seventh standard, etc,

F . owing to various problems. Latest estimates reveal that in rural

areas about 48 percent of the students drop out after completing
the seventh standard. Rural education system has largely met

with failure in motivating students for higher education and in
providing a forum for it.

6. Competition from the Private Sector : The policy
that private sector too is to be encouraged for the purpose of
providing better education, has given rise to severe competition.
A large number of instances may be found where government
Schools are shut as private schools attract students in the guise
* of providing best education. In other words, uncommon and
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unethical competition has heen another probiem g
i
education

i1, Health

Mealth of any nation s an essential factor fq,
development Health of people of the nation determing,
health of the nation Provision of minimum level of h@ahh 6
plavs a determining role in development process

Strong relationship prevails between i1l health and peyq,,
Individuals with sickness for a very long period always MM,J
be in a state of poverty. People living in poverty find i vor,
difficult to bring about improvement in their health, [1jh
pushes even individuals enjoying financial stability to sy,
and strain of an uncommon nature. These factors amply md.%
the significance of health care and medical services.

In the post-independence period in India, basic facilitiey ,
the level of primary, secondary and tertiary health care in pubjj,
voluntary and private sectors has expanded considerably. T}\,,e
has been remarkable increase also in recruitment of persongg
of health services. With the purpose of producing skiljeq
manpower, a large number of medical and para-medigy
institutions pertaining to Ayurveda, natural therapy, unan;
siddha and homeopathy have been established.

Tremendous progress has been achieved in the fields of
rise in life expectancy, reduction in the rate of infant mortality
and maternal mortality, etc. Small and guineaworm diseases

have been completely climinated. Polio is expected to be
brought under control in the near future.

Inspite of these remarkable achievements, problems galore
in health sector, Maluntrition has been affecting innumerable
children. A large number of people have been dying due to many
new types of diseases besides the existing diseases. Considerable




gobust health and hygiene facilities reflect economic
«s of the nation They are of
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P coming diseases, increasing life

N,‘xu officiency of labour. Availabi)

N ess achieved in the health sector woyld be gauged manly
1?“‘!;‘ the existence of hospitals and availabilhity ;)t‘ &mm and
mra medical staffto a specific number of population. In 1946
ot used to be one doctor for 6,300 persons and one nurse “;
“‘n‘c 43,000 persons. In 2021, it was one doctor to serve 2,600
N,rgoﬂs and one nurse for 4,200 persons. In the same period,
he number of hospital beds bas risen from 24 to 100 per one
Jakh populatiqn. Many pestering and deadly diseases have been
ffectively brought under control. Life expectancy has gone up
from 32 years in 1951 to 68.5 years in 2021,

Problems ‘

, Rural health sector has been pestered by many serious and
. formidable problems. Prominent of such problems may be
~ enumerated as follows.

1. Severe deficiency of doctors is haunting the rural areas.
Although doctors are recruited and given placement, a
vast majority among them do not show inclination to
work in rural parts.

2. Rural areas suffer from acute deficiency of health
infrastructure.

3. Medicines and drugs supplied to rural areas are also of
lesser quantity.

4. Expenditure incurred on public health in developing
countries has been less than one percent of their gross
domestic product. It is on an average about 1.3 percent

considerable help in
€Xpectancy of people and
ity of health facilities and

W



in Indin However, it was just | 01 PEreent dyy,
Fleventh five year plan L 3§
§ A vast majority of people nurture a frong fonlyy,
about 80 percent of the diseases that exist i fup
are prevalent only in a certain pecific argqg . ™
particular type, and there iy no need on the ;;M "
government 10 incur wastefy| expenditurg ,
treatment for such discages. "

6. The percentage of people securing public healt
has been very less in many developing coumr:m
including India. In other words, poorer sectiony

people have to inevitably depend upon private ¥ecto
health services on a large scale.
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7. Inspite of expanding health sector, out of POcke
expenditure constitutes about 70 percent on an averagy
That is, people have to spend about 70 percent oy
medical expenses on their own. .

8. Insurance coverage 18 lesser on the whole, Patients are
forced to incur heavy expenditure on outpatien
treatment and surgeries.

The norm stipulates that there should be 2,600 expert
physicians in districts, talukas and community health centres of
the State. But even half of that number of expert doctors is not
available at present, More than 4,500 hospitals have been
experiencing deficiency of general physicians. Deficiency of
surgeons, nurses and paramedical staff is very high. |

According to the National Health Survey, there are more
than eighteen lakh doctors in India. However, their service is
not properly available to rural people. According to the norm
stipulated by the World Health Organisation, there should be
one doctor for every 1,000 population. But the country has one

government doctor for every 14,000 persons.
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. fc:,l:n habitats and this has :e;r:,}‘::m aa b dm
plac cme. This has remas Hure of accessibility to
poople O ;mained o be a very big problem in
! health sector even to this day. The Eleventh plan paid much
fention for remfwal. of this problem. Since habitats are scattered
nd aTe situa.ted in hilly terrains, incidents of patients breathin

heir st while half way to hospitals at far off places are pkmyg
mportance of appropriate policy measure towards removal of
4is problem has been stressed. Similarly, the importance of
naking available the assistance of skilled midwives to pregnant
omen at the time of delivery has been rightly understood.
Efforts have been made to provide connectivity of all-weather

, «oads to primary health centres and community health centres.
1. Secondary and Tertiary Health Care

Special attention was paid to secondary and tertiary health
- care, Towards this end, more amount of responsibility was fixed
. upon public and private sectors during the Eleventh five-year
plan. It was proposed to professionalise the administration
| pertaining to hospitals of secondary and tertiary treatment. And
. professionals with proper training were appointed as medical’
- superintendents. Hospitals were allowed to appoint personnel

ofdifferent grades including junior doctors on temporary basis.
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8 Access 1o Kesential Drugs

and Medicines
Timﬂv availahiliy

- of drugs and medicines pla
RCOmmon role in the Improvement of healh Sery:
e

Hmwho!d- Cur a substantial amount of expenditire on iy
h

ems. Poorer sections of people undergo unabearable ;-

i they are no available af the proper time and if theiy Pﬂ K,
100 high. But only ten percent of the amount the ;::
expenditure on health services by central and State gnvwﬁ,ﬁ; .
has been set apart for drug ¥

s and medicines. Measures hay, bu-:,
taken 1o raise this amount |

H,

Purchasing and timely provision of quality drugy ,
medicines is an integral part of better health services, M“Wre;
have been taken to buy them in accordance with central,
rale agreement and to accomplish decentralized distribution

B, Housing and Sanitation

1. Housing

Housing is one of the basic necessities of human being
Housing provides shelter to man's life. Further, it gives economie
stability to each individual and enhances his social status, Man
will be deprived of the opportunity of joining the socia]
mainsteam in the absence of own housing facilities.

There exists direct relationship between the state of housing
and poverty, Utterly poor persons may not be having own h'mfses,
Even if they have, it may not be in a good condition. Millions
of people in the country live in huts and dilapidated houses.

Factors Related to Housing Problem in India

Housing constitutes a major challenge to India'§ socx:-
political and economic system, The country at presenF is onhF ;
threshold of self-sufficiency in the food front, and clothing whic
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pousing Matter o S€rous concern.

problem, both the Centra] g
govemments have executed an
post-independence period. Neve
- avoiding a full-fledged remedy.

umber of programmes in the
rtheless, this problem has been

Important factors relating to rural hoys

ing in India may be
described as here under.

1. Housing Shortage : Many villages in India face severe
shortage of housing: It is estimated that at present there is scarcity
of sixteen million housing units in the country. In the backdrop
of present rate of population growth in the country, about twelve
million additional houses are required every year. However,

construction of new housing facilities is not taking place at this
rate.

Thus, houselesness or a state of not having any type of
housing facility and living in dilapidated houses, are the major
problems concerning housing scarcity in India.

2. Scarcity of Suitable House Sites : Scarcity of suitable
house sites is another important problem in the area of rural
housing. Eventhough huge extent of land seems to be available
in rural areas, it includes many types of land such as meadow,
gramthana, forest area, agricultural land, etc. Conversion of these
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lands for housing i a difficult task, Similarly, developmen; of
Sites in the land which is laden with rocks and mud dunes s Nog
AN easy task. With over population in rural areas, scarcity o
house sites assumes serious proportions,

3. Lack of Sanitation : Other major problems relateq ¢,
rural housing are lack of sanitation, scarcity of drainage system,
absence of air and light, and 8o on, The problem of flow o1
storing of unhygienic and garbage water on the road or in the
very side of houses, due to lack of proper drainage Or
underground drainage system is most common, This leads to
unhygienic conditions and spread of diseases.

4. Scarcity of Financial Facilities : Poverty is an importapy

problem afflicting rural people. Incomes of rural people, afte,
meeting the necessities of livelihood and clothing, will be usually
spent for religious ceremonies like marriages and festivals. Since
sufficient income does not remain for house construction, they

will be neglectful of it and they will have a tendency of not
attaching priority to dwelling facilities.

Further, there is scarcity of credit facilities for house
construction in rural areas. Since house is not considered to be
an income earning asset, financial institutions do not consider
extension of credit facilities to rural housing as a priority. Lack
of land or other assets to provide as security to avail credit has

compounded the problem.

At present, credit facilities to rural areas from housing
financial institutions are very low. Supply of institutional finance
for rural housing and other facilities is a completely neglected
sector,

S. Absence of Interest in Group Housing : To overcome
the problem of scarcity of house sites and make the houseless
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ersons of a v1llage reside ;

. Nag ,
a:;'lsbtlrltlx;ilgnaogfr:usul;bae: AN place which i,s suii};ble for
¢ : Ouses, :
naturally atba t‘llst‘ance from the village ;I::ist: 2::::31\;!1]1;:
SyStem.Of .ulld'ng Such hoygeg has beer; devel y’d in
connection with Janathg housing scheme o eveloped in.
etc. However, rural People lack » Indira Awaas Yojane,

a tendency to move to distant
places or to live in 8roup hoygeg. This seems to be one of the

2. Sanitation
The concept of sanitation indicates a very broad connotation,

It brings into fore disposal of liquid and solid waste materials;

food hygiene; and individual, household and environmental
sanitation.

Rural sanitation attracted the attention of the Government

of India in the context of World Water Decade 1980. Central
‘Rural Sanitation Programme was started in 1986 with the
purpose of providing sanitation facilities in rural areas. This
was a supply-oriented programme involving very high amount
of subsidy and basic facilities. However, this programme failed
to register anticipated progress as a result of drawbacks and
deficiency of finances.

In this background, total sanitation campaign was
implemented in 1999.

Sanitation is the most required factor for maintc?nance .of‘
good health, rise in efficiency of labour and for higher life
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EXpectancy. Towards this and, both rural sanitation snd uh,,, i
Sanitation have been given emphasis in India since the MM

C. Drinking Water Supply

Drinking water supply plays a major role in LMy,
progress by bringing about improvement in the standasd f lwm'
of people.

In its programmes spanning over many years, Contry
government has achieved considerable progress in ful mm.,m
needs of people relating to drinking water. Expenditure of by
58,000 crore rupees has been incurred so far for supply of Parag
drinking water. Drinking water facilities have been PIOYideg
fully to 88.01 percent of families and partial drinking wage,

facilities to 10.71 percent of families.

Intention of the Rural Development Ministry was 1o provid,
safe drinking water to all rural parts in the country by the end of
2004. Many programmes have been implemented towards
fulfillment of this aim. The most important among them are -

1) Accelerated rural water supply programme; and
i) National rural drinking water programme. -

These programmes have laid emphasis on rain water
harvesting, attainment of stability in the sources of water and
community participation, '

Rural water supply is a subject pertaining to state
governments. From the point of view of supply of safe drinking
water, state governments have been implementing many projects
and works from their own resources. Even then, Government
of India which has rightly understood the importance of safe
drinking water in rural habitats has been providing grants to
- state governments for implementation of these schemes.
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According 9 the 73rd amendment brought 10 the
onstimtion Of.h'\dla. rural water supply is a subied entrusted
{0 panchayat 1a) "“Smmions. These institutions have to play 2
ajor role to provide safe drinking water, to maintain this system
and 10 develop the sources in their area of operation.

1. accelerated Rural Drinking Water Supply Programme

Accelerated rural drinking water supply programme was
started 10 1972f73' This programme has been brought into force
(o provide assistance to states and union territories with 100

percent gr?ﬂt'in'?lid for implementation of drinking water supply
schemes 1n problematic villages.

A design of publicity campaign was given to this entire
programm'é by way of establishment of a Board called "National
Drinking Water Mission". This mission was renamed as "Rajiv
Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission" in 1991. Department
 of Drinking Water and Sanitation caffie into existence in August

2011.

The following are the major aspects contained in the
Accelerated Rural Drinking Water Programme.

1. In this programme, resources are given to state
governments to provide safe drinking water to rural
habitations. State governments too have to release
resources of their own and make a match with the
resources of the central government.

2. State governments may utilize 25 percent of the total
resources for works related to improvement of water
quality. Out of this 25 percent, 20 percent of the amount
may be utilized to achieve stability in the sources of
water. |

3. Out of the annual expenditure under this programme,
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implementation of secy,,

mﬁw’t projects. |
ont of the funds may be spent on maintenang,

he existing systems and sources,

and repairs of ¢
g  [n states included in desert development programme,

there is scope for spending five percent of annyy,

allocation of money.
6. This programme may be implementgd by Rury
Development Department, Panchayat ra) Departmeny

~ or Public Health and Engineering Department. The statg
government has to decide by which department it hag
to be implemented.
2 National Rural Drinking Water Programme
National Rural Drinking water programme 1S being
implemented across the country in all the areas having rural
inhabitation. This programme 1s implemented by the central
government through financial and technical assistance to states
and union territories. "Safe drinking water, at all tines, in rural
India". Is the slogan of this programme. \
Objectives : 8 R, PSRN : M
The following are the objectives of this programme.
1. Supply of safe and sufficient drinking water to rural

areas in the country which are uncovered till this time,
partially covered and affected in quality.

2. Getting assured the accessibility of all schools and
anganwadis to protected drinking water.

3. Enablipg gram panchayats and school development
committees to plan, manage, operationalise and
maintain local sources of water supply.
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Supporting panchayat raj institutions and local
committies to achieve thig purpose.

5, Making rural communities to have survelllance over
sources of their drinking water supply,

6. Development of management of participatory overall
water resources,

7. Providing added priority to supply of drinking water to
habitations of people belonging to scheduled castes,
scheduled tribes and minority communities.

8. Development of low-cost technology for purification
of water,

Major changes

This programme 1s different from Accelerated Rural water

supply programme in many ways.
1.

This involves principles as régards development of own

- water sources and monitoring and surveillance over

quahty of water,

Granting freedom to states to prescribe their own service

~ standards, and to utilize according to priority the funds

pertaining to national rural drinking water programme.

. Payment of incentive of 10'perccnt and granting of

funds to the extent of five percent to state governments
to decentralize the jobs relating to operationalisation
and management to panchayat raj institutions.

" D. Rural transport and Communication

Introduction

The term infrastructure implies activities providing basic
services to the economy. A large number of infrastructural
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facilitiey are required for developmment of an ecemionry Fe Mk,
development may be attained only when infrasttuetural {4, m;
are expanded and when they are available without deficiay, i
Toput it in other words, infrastructure of the econorny are ﬂ,,,,;
activities which aswint in overall development of the naj.,, ;,
way of provision of approprinte services (o agricilige ;,,,,';
industry which are bisic sectors of the economy ‘

1. Transportation

Transport system in Karnataka consists of road ransgoy
ratlways, water transpott and civil aviation, 7

Significance of transportation is very high in India whi
is agriculturally dominant and which has attained suffiis,
progress in the industrial sector,

Importance of Rural Transport System

In any economy, particularly in a developing country [ike
India, transport system pldys a dominant role in developmens
of the nation,

1. Transportation of commodities necessary for
production : Transportation makes a remarkable cé_ﬁtribuﬁon
to economic development by assisting conveyarice of raw
materials, machines and ehuipments necessary for production
to production centers. Medium of transport is essentially needed
to convey agricultural inputs from towns to farming centres,
agricultural products from agricultural centres to markets, and
industrial inputs from different places to industrial centres and
industrial products from production centres to different places
and sectors, ”

2. Benefits of backward and forward linkages : Growth
of transportation provides the benefits of backward and forward
linkages. Its advancement induces industrialisation and thereby
assists in employment creation and increase in production of
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Pare paryg Simi
‘ 8. Similar
contributes to CConomic develg i

transport System

. ‘e & men‘. " v
growth of Civilization by helpmgpto con modernisation and
and in conveyance of —

s ct different places
P People and £oods, Banking, commerce
i hvities grow ang urbanisation takes lace rapidi
with expansion of transpor facilitieg i i

3. Stimulus to labgy,.

a very large contribution to make for attainment of price stability

by way of transporting goods and commodities from surplus
areas to deficit areas and thereby assisting in removal of unequal
distribution of these materials

S Employmeht creation : Transportation plays a leading -
role in creation of jobs. Manufacturing of machineries and spare
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parts needed for construction of different types of veh,
relating to road transport, ratlways, ships and aeroplaney ey o
very large number of jobs. Similarly, construction of rOady ,
railways, driving of vehicles and jobs related to packaging
transportation of goods provide millions of employ ™,
opportunities.

6. Extension of market : Transport system |
extension of market by way of assisting in transporting 3"%:
and commodities from one place to the other and from one
to the other. This factor naturally provides scope for large al,
production and division of labour.

7. Stimulus to geographical discovery : Growth of
transportation stimulates geographical discoveries. Inspite of
having abundant natural resources, many remote and hilly areg,
remain in backwardness since ages because of deficiency of
transport and communications. Medium of transport helps i,
- discovery of many types of latent and hidden resources in such
areas. It stimulates the process of economic development by
way of influencing utilisation of many resources which are no
- yetemployed in production. |

8. Assistance for maintenance of law and order :

Transport system gives a great helping hand to overcome intema]
disturbances and to maintain law and order. The system is most
‘essential to convey police force, border security force, army
and other forces to the places inflicted with unrest, skirmishes

and warlike situations, and thereby to maintain peace.
Present Position

Progress attained in the transport sector mirrors the overall
development of the Indian economy. Length of roads has

increased from a mere four lakh kilometers to 35 lakh kilometers -
between 1950-51 and 2020-21. All types of road facilities were
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cost could be reduced by half'if quality of roads is raised. Further.
road transport has to bear the burden of many taxes. It is obliged
to pay motor vehicles tax, registration fee, import duty, sales
lax, taxes on spare parts, taxes and cess on crude oil etc. This
has caused undue increase in managerial cost of road transport.

3. Restrictions imposed by the government : Motor
transport is subjected to various types of unnecessary
| Testrictions. Every state has its own restrictive measures. The
- Code of principles and practices adopted in accordance with
Motor Vehicles Act has come in the way of saving of time and

Money as regards motor traffic.
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4. Sovere compelition among oWwners | e bims
large number of vehicle operilors Majotity of !Imm ! 8
less number of vehicles each. Massani Commiltee b 684,y 7 §
that there were more than 48,000 vehicle operning , -

country, and about 46,000 ol them own lews than five ye
each. Severe compelition nMong, them has led to redu 1

transport efficiency and quality ol service, Implementat, |
regulatory measures iy also difficult owing o operation of 1, §
&

number of owners. This has proved to be a severe imgp: 4, .

for progress of road transpott.
5. Fear of nationalisation : Fear of nationalisation has ¢/,

in the way of growth of road transport. About 75 perc.;. ., §
passengers traffic and the entire goods conveyance is har . §
by private vehicle operators, Private vehicle operators are ;2. §

the threat that the government may invoke its national... .,
measure at any time and may confiscate their vehicles. Increqy,

in the number of vehicles and better quality of service 4
affected because of this fear.

Remedial Measures
Prominent measures that may be suggested for improvemens

of road transport are as follows.

1. Construction and repairs of roads : More attention
needs to be given for construction of new roads, expansion of
road network and repairing works. Construction of metalled
roads and all-weather roads should recieve priority. Expenditure
of a large scale is required for this purpose.

2. Lowering of transport cost : Reduction of different types

of taxes and duties which are responsible for very high transport
cost is essential from the point of view of development of road

transport. Through this measure, cost may be reduced by half
and transport efficiency may be enhanced.
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. % . "5 e
environment, giving up transponaﬁ on th ‘
not SO easy ‘and 1ot possip]e at a]]. Therer:;zh bu":ck carts 's
should l?e siven to construction of Tura| road; m‘:fbue'mm's
modernised carts. Manf, turj and building of

1. Postal System

Postal system is an infrastructure facility available for
conveyance of message. Modern type of postal system was
heralded in India in | 837. Postal network came to be expanded
across the country after 1950-51. Recent years are witness to
k- growth of postal services even in rural and hilly regions. The
number of post offices that exist in India at present is about
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I B0 lakh Indian postal system is the largest in the Z0y
an average, one post office is in existence for every Sﬂmw
in India. Annual income the postal depariment earng 44
2400 crore rupees

In postal service, post cards, inland letters and coye,,

the prominent means ior remittance of message. Registersq ’:&
is anothet imporiant means fof sending letters and deocyy

Things and letters may be sent by parcel. Money ngmmm
through ‘'money order’ has been very popular, Postal Index ¢ oty
(Pin Code) has been adopted in the postal system in 1977 m
is a scientifically devised system consisting of six Mg,
which facilitates separation of letters on the basis of reion
district, area, ward, etc, Quick mail service has been by,
into operation in 1975, It connects capital cities of state m
major commercial centres and other cities. 'Speed post
was brought into operation in 1986 which is 2 major brey,
through in sending specific letters and things from one place ¢,
the other for faster delivery.

Accepted policy of the government is to establish a pey
office within a jurisdiction of three kilometres in each villag,
~and to install a letter box fac:hty in every village havin,

population above 500.

2. Telecommunications
Telecommunication involves modern communication
media, Telephone, telegram, telex, radioz television and fax are
the major media in the telecommunications network. These
services have a formidable contribution in quick growth of
communications ystem.,
“ On the eve of independence India had only 321 telephone

exchanges and 82,000 connections. Telephony has grown leaps
~ and bounds during the five year plans. In | 997 there were 20,500



WS ud ture
ol InP
R

) 129
clephone exchanges 4q
L

qllion new telephone COnnect ’
standard Trunk Digy;,

tion 1 1960, This seryiee 0) f’:""y was brought into
m,homt‘ conversation '"‘0"3 the flmhty of having
ountry with any other part i"*‘am ‘ from any part of the
ovided an unprecedenteg ,,MC:’;"“M STD facility has
und commerce. Intemationg Sy O development of trade

O e b ; anda
facility in existence for Intemationy| ‘rd Dy
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Telegraphs system is ope of the Aok serviom.

n India. The number of ‘degraph d“‘cmmmmicaﬁon media

3,200 in 1951 to about 30,00y ; offices has increased from

n 1997, :
receive and send telegramg through i s

o directly send printed message from o
. , ec other
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|
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Telegram or telegraphic Service stands abrogated at present.
Radio and television are the major media of communications
network. There were onl

Ther Y $iX radio stations in the country in
1947 which rose to about 150 in 1995, Telecast as a service

was introduced in 1959. Television has aboyt 600 centres and
is reaching about 95 percent of the people at present.

~ All India Radio (AIR)

Dr. M.V. Gopalaswamy who served as professor of
psychology started a radio relay centre called 'Akashavani' in
1935. The state government took over this centre in January
1941. Later on, central government took over this centre and
transferred it to Bangalore in November 1955. In the same year,
Bangalore All India Radio station started relay services through
high powered dissemination equipment. In North Karnataka
part, the first relay centre started functioning at Dharwad on 8
November 1950. This assisted considerably in expansion of
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cultural sphere in Northern Karnataka- hii
Subsidiary stations were set up at ?hadfa:::a:.tﬂll 1.965 g
in 1966 at Kalaburagi. Mangalore S.mtlon g , gl 1976,,
After 1990, All India Radio started operations at Seyg, L
places. They are : Chitradurga and Hassan 1n 1991., Hospey, i
1992 Madikeri and Raichur in 1993, Karwar-n 1954,

g
H ' It, total n

Bijapur (V\Jayapura) in 1997. As 2 resu “mber 0

stations in the state rose from 6 to 13.

Avout 96 percent of the people in the gtate have been getting , f
radio services. A system of relaying at different frequencie, X

made in these stations. |
 Prasar Bharathi' was added in 1997. Fourteen All Jng;,
Radio Stations (centres) are in existence in the state at pregeyy

5. Televisions

" The first television centre in the state Was establisheq 5
Kalaburagi. It was inaugurated on September 3, 1997. Initially,
people of only 240 villages of the districts of Raichur, Kalaburag;
and Vijayapura got the benefit of collectively viewing the
programmes relayed by this centre. Collective observationg|
televisions were managed by television centre of Kalaburagj, -
Temporary television relay centre was made available a
Bangalore in 1981.

Television programmes in Kannada were started in March
1, 1990. In 1992, Shivamogga centre got communication
machine of 10 kilowatts. In 1993, there were 27 television
communication machines in the state. This rose to 46 in 1998,

Apart from television satellite stations, private television
centres such as udaya, Ushe, Cauvery, Udaya news,
Suprabhatha, ETV, Kasturi, Zee etc. have been providing
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: ilities. Adde - ,
lc\'islon i ammes rel t(.j to this, many satellite stations
“qui“ .r(;g.r ad Mala al "Ng 1o languages such as Tamil,
‘thlt;gu' B ; )fz.am are also operating in the State.
. jon has been providing very wide seryices at present. It

+\/

eV
fel¢ xtcﬂded even o very remote and rural areas.
E. Rural Electrification

perhap$ there arises no necessity to stress the role of
d cctricity in the process of econoniic development of any
untry: We have rc.ea.chefl a stage in the modern age where we
:annot take 211y activity 1n any sector of the economy forward
ithout the assistance 9f electricity. To put it in another way,
he proces$ of economic growth and the entire life have been
.mbedded with utilisation of electricity. Anyone can easily
understand the significance of electricity when he knows the
ct that scarcity and untimely supply of electricity results in

loss of output and hindered process of production.

. Importance

Electricity plays a crucial role in economic development
of any nation. The modern age is aptly described as the age of
energy. and electricity. Attainment. of development is an .
impossible task without electricity and energy. Importance of
electricity in economic development may be understood with
the help of the following factors.

1. Agricultural development : Electricity plays a dominant
. role in agricultural development. Artificial irrigation depends
- mainly on irrigation. Electricity is essential to irrigate lands
: thr?“gh pumpsets from tube wells and also in lift irrigation.
: ?“d‘an agriculture is at cross roads and huge extent of crop loss

:ltakli“g place due to deficiency of electricity and its untimely
- Supply,
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2 Domestie uve 1 Flectricity o widely used for
Hghting, cooking, heating water and other purposes Use  §
eloctricity Tor these purposes saves a lot of time ”Jﬂsl.ric;;;; "
exsontial aleo for street lHghting. We are living in n world m,:*
life will be in darkness without electricity. o

A, Industrial development ¢ Industries of any kind,

based, small-scale, medium-seale, large-scale, rice millg, ,:'
canoot 1 ran without electricity. A large number of ’md.m;,("
in India are incurring huge losses not being able to Prody,,
upto the installed capacity. This 1s a strong reason for low %”
and prevalence of unemployment, Electricity is the “‘%
determinant of economic development through industyy,,
growth, ‘
4. Expansion of employment opportunities : Growsy , }
electricity sector leads to more jobs. Construction of poy,
plants, generation of electricity, its supply and distribution, g
so on have the potentiality to create several employmey,
opportunities, |

5. Development indicator : Electricity is a major indicatoy
of economic development. A country with large scale generatiop
of electricity and its timely and adequate supply to all sectors of
the economy is considered to be in the forefront of development
process. Scarcity of power is an indicator of underdevelopment,

Electricity is a crucial factor for socio-economic
transformation of rural areas. It performs functions both as an
infrastructural facility and as an input. Rural electrification has
made rapid strides in India in the last five decades.

Of the 5.87 lakh villages in India, 5,07,451 villages had
already been electrified by 2016. It was stated that all villages
except a few hamlets have been electrified by 2021. In contrast,
only 21,700 villages had been electrified in 1961. Rural
clectrification has been a prioritized programme, and
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b . ' : '
“ogard since the begmnm&

Rural etectrification inyy e,
cwctncﬂ)'.fo.r Slfccl lightip, a :\e '",E'at homes, supply of
water for 1rf 18}““’_“ A village ; c(mr‘g I7ing pumpsets to lift
when electricity is avajlayq o #idered 1o be clectrified

' , or alj
csiding in the revenye Jurisdiction of fl:la?":;:s to the people
Village,

Wityer ;
Vering policy stance in this

by all means a marvellous a¢
progress has been achieved ;
The number of irrigation pu
had been about 142 million,

hieven?ent. Comparatively more
Il énergizing irrigation pumpsets.
mp sets energised till March 2022

In rural electrification, priority is attached to hamlets which
are not in revenue records, remote villages and Janatha colonies.

By 2016, 100 percent rural electrification was achieved in
the nine states of Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Haryana, Kerala, Punjab,
Tamilnadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Sikkim. The number of
yet to be electrified villages in 2016 had been 23,765 in Uttar
Pradesh, 19,651 in Bihar, 11,864 in Odisha and 5,666 in Assam.
More number of villages which were not electrified was in these
four states.

Rural Electrification Corporation

Rural Electrification Corporation has a been a major public
organization engaged in the supply of energy to rural areas. The
corporation was established in 1969. The idea -bel-n_nd
establishment of this corporation was to make electricity
available to rural regions with the objectives of rapid economic
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growth and impmvement the standard of living of fury
eople. ‘

_peop cation was set up with

ficati 0
Rural Blectrification Corpo '
urposes of promoting e projects relz}ted to generatigy,
‘:Ozervation . +on and distributnon netw?rk and to'
rovide ﬁnan::ial assis them. In these matters, it function
p :ondly and development orienteg

in a competitive, customer-fre dl

manner. -
With the establishment of Rural Electri ﬁcatlon Corporation
an independent institution did emerge Which c:ould look afte,
requirement of electricity for the rural sector, lmpl‘er.nentation
of measures for its supply and production ;of electricity. It hag
been a significant SteP in rural reconstruction.
Substantial amount of capital 18 being invested in India jp

rural electrification since 2005. According to official estimates,
100 percent rura n accomplished and

| electrification has bee “
zhout 90 percent of household residences have been provided
electricity connectivity.

Efforts must be concentrated to attain
affordability, efficiency and quality n supply if investment of
capital at this massive scale 1

i< to be rewarded in terms of rural
development dividend. Importantly, the needs of small
customers have to be kept in mind. The emergent need is to
attach importance to provide universal connectivity, to Jack up
supply and to enhance the quality of services. '
Rural Electrification Act 41
Ru@ I'ilectriﬂcation Act was brought into force in 1954,
The objectives of this Act were to pursue measures to attain

rapid progress in rural electrification and to find appropriate
ways for redressal of customer grievances. ; '

Different Schemes
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The fO”OWing are ‘he ‘ -
rural el@lﬁﬁCalion in Major Sche

Cent d Sad()med N the areq,
1. Remote Village Electri ecades, area of

The objective ofy
N " '

of all villages in Temote fegiong |, Accompligh Clectrification
sources of &énergy such g solay . Mean
gobargas, and wing Power ) :h
g POWer. Thg .
of supply of electric; facil; e
hamlets attacheq ¢, cen
Programime aims a Providing enefitg
Jiving In ver.y backwar regions R
devoid of privileges € Co

The scope of th;g Progra

% . me js gg follows,
i) Electrlfying all hithert,

: : not electrify
Census villages before 2007 rtied and remote

hiS th " rogr.mmt

1ii) Providing electricity facility to
attached to cengyg villages and
v) Providing electricity facility by
five-year plan (201 2)toall rem
which are not electrified throy

families of villages
amlets by 2012.
the end of the Eleventh

ote villages and hamlets -
gh conventional sources.

2. Rajiv Gandhi Rural Vidyuthikaran Yojana

This scheme was brought into force in April 2005 by
clubbing together various schemes that were in existence.

Under this programme, central government gives nine?y
percent of the amount in the form of grants and ten pefgce:tti ;2
the form of loans to state governments. Rural Fle:tx; icn .
Corporation functions as supervisory organizatio
implementation of this scheme.
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n the objectives of Rajiy b 7

The following have. bee
Rural Vidyathikuvan Yoj&na. " ‘
| 5 11001 nces _
i) Electrifying all villages and residences as per t o, §

definition. N :
ii) Providing accessibility to electricity to all rural fa‘“ilies :
iii) Providing free of cost electricity connectivify to belgwi
poverty line families.
iv) Providing distribution transforr.ners and diStributiQ
liries to residential areas and dalit colonies.
v) Providing electricity conhectivity to schools, Panchayat
offices, health centres, community centres and the ik

N

3. Rajiv Gandhi Gramin Vitrak .

This scheme was started on October 16, 2009. Majo; 2y
of this scheme has been to increase energy connectivity to ury
areas and regions of lesser capacity.

4. National Biogas and Manure Managemey
Programme : The objective of this programme is to Manag,
cowdung for increase in fertility along with rising the productio,
and utilization of biogas. , o

Rural electrification programme has been conducted Wlth
fervoyr. and fierceness. Residential houses brought under
electricity connectivity have been about seven lakhs every year.

To accon?plish this job, the personnel of the Corporation have
been putting in overtime work. ' |

1 Of.‘ft.he 3.56 crore residential houses which were not
electrified, 2.1 crore houses have been brought under
connectivity by the year 2016 According to the estimates done

in 2016, of the 84 lakh houses | ' Pradesh
: , €S not electri
had t!;e major share of 56 |akh houses ‘M g
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